
The Chase for Provincial Executive Council Records 
 
As early as the fall of 1997, I requested; record of Federal Approval for the 
“Program of Operation” of the Floodway under the Access to Information 
Act.   This as required under Section 20, of the 1962 Greater Winnipeg 
Floodway, construction and maintenance agreement between Canada and 
Manitoba.   This signed on behalf of Canada by the then federal Minister of 
Northern Affairs and National Resources, the Hon. Walter Dinsdale.   
Subsequently it was found that there were “No Federal Approval” records 
held by Environment Canada – current the federal ministry responsible for 
residual Canada obligations from the 1962 Agreement. 
 
A subsequent Access to Information Act request was submitted to Canada 
because of the above “non answer” and was assigned ATIP No. A-1998-
0046/mc.   Records 000001 to 000204 were released with certain exemptions 
applied.   Most notably eleven records were withheld by Premier Filmon’s 
Government as Section 13 (1)(c) as Intergovernmental Confidences.  
 
With the defeat of Premier Filmon, and the hopeful undertakings offered by 
the former Leader of the Opposition, and now Premier Gary Doer an 
additional Access to Information Act request was filed.  This for the Filmon 
sheltered records and assigned ATIP File No. A-2000-0161/mc with the same 
records now sheltered by the Doer government. 
 
On April 11, 2001 I confronted Premier Doer during the unnecessary flooding 
of our community, requesting “Federal Approval records for current 
operation” and for the release of sheltered records held by his government. 
This action yielded nine of eleven records, all MB Water Resources Branch 
records specific to Floodway Operation. 
 
The two remaining and sheltered Doer records, when finally released on 
December 23, 2004 fully closing the Federal and Provincial loop back to the 
Privy Council Office and then Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Jean Chrétien.  
 
The below record tells the story of this chase for honest governance in 
Canada. 
 









 Joe Bryksa/Winnipeg Free Press, Thursday April 12, 2001 

Premier Gary Doer (left) talks to Paul Clifton 
        who lives near the Floodway 











































Environment     Environnement 

Canada          Canada 

Terrasses de la Chaudière

10 Wellington Street, 3rd Floor

Gatineau, Québec

K1A 0H3

 Your File Votre référence

Our File Notre référence

A-2005-00074 / mc

June 21, 2005 

Mr. Paul E. Clifton 
852 Red River Drive 
Howden, Manitoba 
R5A 1J4 

Dear Mr. Clifton: 

This refers to your request under the Access to Information Act (the Act) for: 

“To expand on ATIP Request A-2005-00001/mc 
Include all correspondences from the PMO - back and forth between, Environment 
Canada as well as all Environment Canada correspondences between Manitoba Water 
Branch and in advance of {Mr. Richard Bowering's} reply to Environment Canada dated 
December 11, 1997.” 

Please be advised that the Act and Regulations prescribe fees for the processing of requests.  The 
fee for search and preparation time is $10.00/hour.  For this request, we will require 
approximately 11 hours to locate and prepare the requested information for disclosure.  Please 
note that there is no charge for the first five hours of search and preparation time. Therefore, the 
search and preparation fee is $60.00 (6 hours x $10.00/hour).

We will require $60.00 before we continue to process your request.  The cheque or money order 
should be made payable to the Receiver General for Canada and should be forwarded to the 
Access to Information and Privacy Secretariat at the above address within 30 days.  

Please note that this estimate does not include the additional cost of any photocopies at $0.20 per 
page.  However, you will have the opportunity to review the records in person in one of our 
offices if you wish to avoid the photocopy fee.  Payment of the remainder of the processing fee 
must be made prior to viewing the records. 

If you are not satisfied with our handling of your request, the Act grants you the right to file a 
complaint with the Information Commissioner of Canada within one year of the receipt of your 
request.  The address is: 

Information Commissioner of Canada 
Place de Ville, Tower "B" 
112 Kent Street, 22nd Floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1H3 
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If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Maggie Casey at 
(819) 994-6619 or by fax at (819) 953-1099. 

Yours sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 

Shelley Emmerson 
Chief
Access to Information and 
Privacy Secretariat 






























































































